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THE U/E/^THER-
Official forecasts for to-day indicate that It

Will be fair and cooler. .

The "scorcher" of the wheel had a

rival in the temperature yesterday.
The soul of the romancist Cervantes

lives again in the writer of the Spanish
"official" bulletins from Cuba.

The pork packers of Chicago are

elated over the effects of the Raines
bill, it is said. The sandwich method
of its circumvention has caused a sharp
advance in the prices of ham.

If John Bull reflected a bit he might
see a great similarity between present
South African conditions and those
which immediately preceded the Bos¬
ton tea party of blessed memory.

"Butcher" Weyler's penning up of
Antonio Maceo in Pinar del Rio is rem¬

iniscent of the methods of that re¬

doubtable East Side pugilist who got
his nose between his adversary's teeth
and wouldn't let go.

Oom Paul's gentle dalliance with the
amour propre of Mr. Chamberlain is
best described in the old English pan¬
tomime catch:

At first he "wooed,"
And tnen he wouldn't.

While Li Hung Chang is away at¬
tending the coronation of the Czar his
enemies are trying to arrange for the
degradation and decapitation of Li on

his return to China. Political fences
are as frail and insubstantial affairs
In the Orient apparently as they are

In Maine or Indiana.

Senator Jones, of Nevada, is accused
>if triving the 1- test edifying illustra-

jir, Huntington's way of in-
duencing legislation. The Senator is
much interested in the furtherance of
the latest Huntington grab of public
money. He is not orrfy a land owner

at Santa Monica, where lies the shal¬
low bay the United States is asked to

dig deep at an expense of more than
$3,000,000, but he is also a willing tool
cf the Pacific railroad millionaire and
lobbyist. The rumor, therefore, which
goes the rounds of Washington that he
>ffers to vote for the seating of Sen¬
ator Dupont if in return the friends of
that contestant for a Senatorial seat
will vote for the Santa Monica grab
receives no inconsiderable credence.
J6nes, of Nevada, as champion of the
Huntington interest, is finding out how
hard it is to touch pitch and not be
defiled.

EQUAL RIGHTS.
Senator Hill's response to Senator

Tillman In the debate of Friday has
been widely commended as "a cold
blast of common sense," and, indeed,
like everything which emanates from
the senior New York Senator, it was

sufficiently cold. But it was not con¬

vincing.
All Senator Hill said in ridicule of

the vagaries of Populistic economics
was justified. His insistence upon the

dangers of over-legislation was wise.
His warning that the world was in

danger of being taught to regard legis¬
lation as the cure for every social ill
was timely. But with his exceeding
sharpness of vision to detect the flaws
In his adversary's plan, the New York
Senator joined a strange blindness to

grave faults In his own.

It is largely true, as Senator Hill
said, that "in the main every man in
this free country of ours is the archi¬
tect of'his own fortunes. Each man

has the same right to become a million¬
aire as the sons of men in New York
who have accumulated their millions,
and honestly." Agreed. The right to

acquire and accumulate wealth by hon¬
est means is one not to be rightfully
abridged by law. Law is created, in¬
deed. to protect and not to abridge nat¬
ural rights. But Senator Hill was

blind in that he did not see that one

right.namely, the right to equality of
opportunity.is not properly protected
by law, but is indeed practically de¬
stroyed by it.
Every monopoly is a denial to many

men of opportunity to get rich as

rapidly or as certainly as its fortunate
possessor. But monopolies, instead of
being under the ban of the law, are in
fact fostered by it, and their bene¬
ficiaries are legally empowered to man¬

age them for private profit.
Every man in New York may, for ex¬

ample, have the inalienable right in
this free country of ours, as Senator
Hill would say, to accumulate wealth
as Russell Sage and George Gould
have. But the law has given Messrs.

GouW-AaGfc&agft certalu-jMciusive piiv-

Ileges on the streets of New York out

of which they derive huge incomes and
the possession of which by them is ih
effect a denial of that universal right
which the Senator declares is possessed
by all.
Senator Hill's position is as faulty as

that of Senator Tillman. In his eager¬
ness to expose the quack he seems in¬
clined to deny that sickness ever ex¬

ists.

THE SPANISH IMBROGLIO.
It would be folly to deny ;fche exist¬

ence of serious reason for apprehending
a conflict between the United States
and Spain. The nations in all truth
stand at the threshold of a war which
can only be averted by Spanish defer¬
ence to the rightful demands of the
United States. This is not "jingoism,"
but mere statement of fact.

If the death sentence imposed on the
Americans captured with the schooner
Competitor should be executed, the
United States will have no course open
to it consistent with honor except a

declaration of war, or a demand for

immediate reparation emphasized by a

warlike demonstration. The men were

engaged fn a trading expedition of
contraband character, which did indeed
expose them to confiscation of their

property, but which is not by the laws
of nations punishable by death. More
than this, the captives were tried by a

drumhead court-martial, in direct vio¬
lation of a treaty between Spain and
the United States which guarantees
citizens of this country accused of of¬
fences against Spanish law trial "ex-

clusively by the ordinary jurisdiction."
Against execution of the sentences

imposed by Weyler's court-martial
upon these men vigorous protest has

been made by the Department of State.

Exception was taken to the character
of the tribunal from the very first, and
no Spaniard in authority, either as

general in Cuba or as a member of the

Ministry at Madrid, can by any possi¬
ble chance be ignorant that execution
of these sentences would be equivalent
to committing an act of deliberate hos¬

tility to the United States.
1 he gravity of this situation grows

largely out of the self-willed and ob-
structionary policy of President (Cleve¬
land in refusing to proclaim the bellig¬
erency of the Cuban patriots. The in¬

dignation his course has excited among

the American people has been so freely
expressed that Spain has become con¬

vinced of this nation's hostility. The

Spanish Ministers accordingly fear to

recede from any position at the de¬
mand of the Unite(i States lest their
own people denounce them as craven

and eject them from office. It Is

wholly probable that performance even

of a duty so plainly Indicated as is the

commutation' of the sentences of the
Competitor's crew would be followed

by the overthrow of the Ministry.
Knowledge of this fact is likely to
make the Madrid ^Tinistry choose
rather to risk the wrath of the United
States.a nation proverbially slow to

resent an affront.
This week Is big with importance to

the cause of Free Cuba, and is not
without its possibilities of grave por¬
tent to the United States.
THE MIGRATION OF CHURCHES.
The episcopal address at the Meth-

<?dist Conference called a halt in the
retreat of the churches in our larger
cities, and especially in New York,
where Methodism, like other sects, has
followed its flocks and gone uptown.
It has been remarked by foreign vis¬
itors who have admired the spires and
facades on the avenues that our

churches hug the palaces as our the¬
atres hug the hotels. But this is a

superficial view. Our churches are the
creatures of communities and cannot
exist without them, and the fact is

New York is constantly undergoing a

communal change. Churches must be

supported, like everything else, and a

large tract of New York is without the
population on Sundays to run churches^
It is true Trinity still keeps guard over

Wall street and throws its Sunday
shadow over desolated thoroughfares.
But it remains as a memorial, not as a

parishional necessity, and round in

John street there is a Methodist
church over a hundred years old. But
scores of other churches once below
Chambers street long ago gathered up
their dead and went after their con¬

gregations.
This has been called a retreat, but it

is more likely to be an advance. For
the church centres after all are where
we find the homes. Every church com¬

bines something of the qualities of a

social club and a family cirele. It is
indeed for its neighborhood the general
hearthstone for the emotions. Conven¬
ience, therefore, is a prime considera¬
tion. It is therefore not altogether
true ^o say that the churches are aban¬
doning their true wdrk by keeping in
the ranks of the church-going commu¬

nity.

A QUESTION OF ART.
An enterprising theatrical manager

a day or two ago startled New York
with an absolute novelty. It was so

long since an audience had been
treated to something entirely out of
the ordinary ran that the event made
a profound sensation, and it is said
that a theatre twice the size of the
American could have been packed
"from pit to dome," an incredible as¬

sertion by the way, as our theatres
have neither pita nor domes. This
navfittx ww a&h&g Wore aor lesa

than the presentation of a standard
comedy with every part In it filled by
a competent actor. Whether the audi¬
ence recognized the comedy in these
conditions the critics do not inform us.

But it is beyond all question that they
recognized the novelty of the enter¬

tainment, and acknowledged that
merit in ensemble was something of a

sensation.
The question has been asked many

times whose fault it is that since the
death of the stock company it is no

longer possible to group a number of

equally good actors in a play, and the

manager has had to answer for the
situation. But the very actors who ap¬
peared in this comedy are themselves
responsible, for nearly every one of
them does business on the star plan to
make money, and Mr. Jefferson him¬
self, the most conspicuous actor of
them all, has for years been playing
this same comedy so cut and altered
that there was little to it but himself.
If the performance at the American
Theatre was a worthy one, then his
have not been adequate. Art presup¬
poses perfection in every part. If the
"all-star" cast of "The Rivals" ful¬
filled the requirements of art, how far
short have fallen these productions in
which Mr. Jefferson was the only actor
of acknowledged genius?

It only needs the organization of a

Sandwich Trust now to add the full
measure of misery to the operations of
the Raines bill.

Cecil Rhodes's resignation as presi¬
dent of the Chartered Company seems

to partake of all the characteristics of
a movable feast.

After carefully surveying the Indi¬
ana political premises, Mr. Harrison
decided that he would not allow him¬
self to be used for last ditching pur¬
poses.

"Gas" Addicks, as he Is called, has
appeared on the political horizon in
Delaware. He wishes to be a delegate
to the St. Louis Convention and to
control the Delaware contingent. At
the primary election, which occurred
on Saturday, to elect delegates to the
Republican State Convention, he ap-
parently gained a victory which will
accomplish both ambitions and put him
In the way of seeking the nomination
for "Vice-President, the Senatorship
from Delaware, a Cabinet office, or

whatever may be offered for a Dela¬
ware delegation. The delegates to the
State Convention will show a majority
of twenty or more for Addicks. He
and his partisans will go to the St.
Louis Convention. The simple, shame¬
ful and depressing fact is that this
rich gas stock manipulator and monop¬
olist of Boston and Philadelphia has

bought the Republican party of Dela¬
ware.

And now impends the anabasis of
pleasure-loving, stay-in-town Gotham.
Its beginning is contemporaeous with
the exodus of the world of fashion.
The anabasis doesn't signify the "go¬
ing up" town.that is, the going up¬
town beyond Forty-sixth street.but
the "going up" perpendicularly to the
roof gardens of the metropolis. It is
going to be an unusually early ana¬

basis this year. What Uncle Joshua
would call the "for'ardness of the sea¬

son" has set the civic soul sighing for
the altitudinous joys of the roofs, and
the managers of those elevated places
of amusement hustling to get their
resorts into shape for the reception
and . entertainment of the stay-in-
towns. The roof garden is an antique
institution. It flourished in ancient
Damascus, Jerusalem, and in its most
luxuriant phase in more ancient Baby-
Ian. But it has its triumph and apoth¬
eosis in Gotham. And when all's said
and done the stay-at-homes who) find
their evening's rest and recreation in
high places, howe'er humble and lowly
the scene of th,eir daytime toiling and
moiling, have little cause to envy those
"who go down to the sea" and there
.court fugitive breezes, the discomforts
of hotel life, the caresses of the Jersey
mosquito and bankruptcy.

The stupid and wholly unjustifiable
invasions of individual freedom of
which the police of. New York have
been guilty of late have awakened in¬
dignation throughout the whole nation.
Newspapers in the interior comment
with sharp and deserved satire upon
the form of administration of justice
which sends people to prison for walk¬
ing in the middle of a street, which
locks up in a cell on an infamous
charge ^a woman who stood on the
threshold of death, or which consigned
to the Island a woman for the heinous
crime of loitering on the street await¬
ing her husband. It does not appear
that the excess of zeal which led of¬
ficers to make these wholly unwarrant¬
able arrests has resulted in any ma¬

terial increase of the efficiency of the
force in its proper work of suppressing
crime or bringing criminals to justice.
Nor has there been shown on the pa?rt
of the Police Commissioners any such
determination to discipline the officer
who has been guilty of a crime against
the liberty of the citizen as they daily
manifest for the correction of the rep¬
robate who guzzles a glass of beer
while on his beat. The situation is
one not conducive to the peace of
mind of the New Yorker who is ex¬

posed to something more than a Rus¬
sian autocracy, while the -opinions of
other cities as expressed in their news¬

papers are of a sort which do not con¬

tribute to his self-esteem.

If there Is any danger that Beatty
Balestier, brother of Mrs. Rudyard
Kipling, is likely to fulfil his threat to
kill his distinguished brother-in-law,
we trust that the belligerent youth
may be locked up for the term of his
natural life. Kipling may not be the
pleasantcBt companion In the world,
but he Is needed on earth more than

Some of the Latest
Topics of London Talk.

London, May 2..For those who love hor¬
rors London is a charming place. When a

crime Is committed here the proceedings
with regard to it peter along, week after
week, until even the most exacting must be
satisfied with the amount that the news¬

papers publish. In the matter of the fear¬
ful baby murders with which Mrs. Dyer, of
Reading, Is charged, it needs only to be said
that the body of a seventh baby has been
fished out of the Thames mud, and it is now
proposed that the police employ those
water telescopes which tourists use In the
West Indies for looking after beautiful
anemones and fish at the bottom of those
translucent waters. Sucli<ia water telescope
is simply a soap box or a starch box, with
a pane of glass at one end and the other end
open. By putting It a little below the sur¬

face of the water the superficial disturbance
is gotten over, or under, and the eye pene¬
trates the still depths of the water. In the
Dyer case the police are now fastening some

of the crimes upon Mrs. Palmer, the adopted
daughter of the principal prisoner. She has
been proven to have taken babies, to have
advertised to take them at £10, and to havo
expatiated upon the lovely, happy home
they would have, precisely after the manner
of the elder woman. Put upon her defence,
Mrs. Palmer accounts for one baby by say¬
ing that she parted with it to an actress,
and that she doesn't know who the actress
was, what her right name is, where she
lives, or what company sue belongs to. She
Is charged with being an accessory to Mrs.
Dyer.

The case of a desperate ruffian who
leaped from a housetop after murdering a

Mr. Levi and his housekeeper, in White-
chapel, also drags its weird length along.
Very dramatically Seaman, the prisoner, has
been brought into court upon a stretcher,
which has been tilted at one end to allow
him to take part in the proceedings against
himself. The snarling of a wounded wolf
is what I would liken his behavior to. He
kept interjecting remarks as he heard the
testimony of his accusers. When a police¬
man said he climbed through a hole in the
roof to get Seaman, the prisoner said: "Oh,
no, you didn't; why don't you tell the
truth?"
He fully corroborated what most of the

witnesses said, but declared all the police
testimony false. He did not rest with hav¬
ing taken the life of Levi's housekeeper,
but assailed her character, saying in so

many words that she was other than a

housekeeper in the household. He said to
the police: "As soon as I was caught I
knew there was only one thing to do and
that was to jump head foremost from the
roof to the sidewalk. I would have done
for myself if I had not struck sftmebody
before I reached the sidewalk." He said
he had done two terms of seVen years nnd
one of fourteen, and now he was quite
ready to hang. In the calmest, most matter
of fact way, he Intimated that Mr. LeviJ
had long owed him £70, and that he had
got tired of going to the house to get it.
And the last time he went Levi sent him
to see the housekeeper. He went up and
killed her, and then, to use his own figure,
of speech, "came downstairs and put out
the old man's light."
If ever a man had the attributes of a

savage or a tiger it was this man Seaman.
It seems to m(! that he is one of those
characters put here by Providence to point
out to the rsst of us the futility and in¬
adequacy of ohr present modes of punish¬
ment. He has never been anything but a

desperate ruffian.a »avage wolf among
m<?n. There cannot be any justification for
a system of law which permits such a man

ever to leave a jail once he is safely housed
iherein. Surely, iictle by little, the mawk¬
ish attitude of too many of us toward the
devils who practise crime persistently must
give way to what is a sterner and yet a

juster, and to the rest of us a kinder, mode
of treatment of these savages.

It will interest all New Yorkers to know
that our late fellow-citizen, Mr. Harry
Marks, has been presented to the Court of
St. James at a Queen's drawing room by
the lit. Hon. A. Balfour, M. P., the Trluce
representing the Queen. The fight between
Marks and Benn was quite as much be¬
tween the Tories and the Liberals as be¬
tween those two men. The Liberals put
up for Benn's expenses, Marks paid his
own. Now he gets his reward for his ex¬

penditure and his triumph by presentation
at Court. JULIAN RALPH.

Professor Barrows in Paris.
Paris, April 29..Professor J. H. Barrows,

of the University of Chicago, and former
president of the Congress of Religions at the
World's Fair, has just given a lecture in the
Salle des Societes Savantes on "Religion
and Human Brotherhood." M. Anatole
Leroy-Beaulleu presided, and those present
included many of the most prominent men
in Paris, although they held a great variety
of beliefs and convictions, dominated, how
ever, by a spirit of tolerance.
Professor Barrows, who spoke in excellent

French, although with a strong American
accent, pointed out that religion is a prlmor^
dial Instinct of the human soul, an inde¬
structible sentiment and a permanent need.
He said that a comparative study of religion
could only strengthen religious sentiment
while binding together the bonds of human
sympathy. Coming to the project of a great
religious congress at Paris in 1900, the
speaker did not disguise the difficulties he
had to encounter, but in his opinion they
could be surmounted. In particular he de¬
voted himself to combating the chief Euro¬
pean objection that such congresses estab¬
lish the equality and affirm the equal value
of all religions. "The parliamentary equal¬
ity.that is so," replied Professor Barrows,
"but not doctrinal equality. When the Re¬
public of the United States invited the little
republics of South America to take part to¬
gether with the great European nations in
the Chicago Exhibition, was it meant that
all the countries of the world were thus pro¬
claimed equal? Each country would show
what it possessed of industrial and commer¬

cial greatness; that would be all. So it was
with the religions in congress. Each af¬
firmed itself in its doctrinal integrity with¬
out abdicating or denying anything, and all
affirmed In common the essentiul principles
which served as a foundation to every indi¬
vidual profession of faith. This did not,
however, mean that their equal value was

recognized."
The address had an extremely warm

reception and unquestionably carried
conviction to the minds of those who
heard it. if there were any who were not
already convinced. In short, there is no

doubt that a congress of religions will be
held in Paris in 1900, and in t' »<»<"» a

credit will be due to Americ
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Away over on the east side of town,
where the population numbers more human
beings to the square inch than in any
other part of the city, save perhaps the
Chinese quarter, in a broad thoroughfare
whose stately mansions, now turned into
squalid flats and apartments, seem singu¬
larly out of place beside the cheap modern
eight and ten story tenements, there stands
a flue building erected by benevolent and
public spirited Jews, called the Hebrew
Institute.'
The dirt and filth of the streets, that

once marked this section as their very
own, have now departed. Mr. "Waring s

assistants, clad in immaculate white, with
broom and shovel, are quite as scrupulous
in tidying things up here, as on the more

prosperous avenues, and East Broadway
presents a neat and cleanly appearance in
these days. The characteristics of the
quarter are peculiar - to themselves. The
denizens are mainly Jews, hard working.
sober, industrious citizens, to whom ex¬

istence is anything but a round of pleas¬
ure, to whom life is a problem of most
serious struggles, in the solving of which
all their energies are called into play.
Their occupations it is presumed are

many, but certain it is that most of them
must be tailors. The round shoulders, the
stoop, the roughened forefingers, where
two or three are gathered together for con¬

versation, always wildly animated and loud
by the way, proclaim the calling of the
majority.
Here children swarm everywhere, black

haired and swarth}' mostly, the race

traits dominant in eye and nose, active,
generally healthy-looking, and. to all in¬
tents and purposes, happy. Young-old
women, with pale faces exaggerated
by the blackest of hair, saunter along
with enormous market baskets on one

arm and a few, weeks' old baby on the
other, stagger under piles of men's gar¬
ments from the sweat shops. 1* rowsy grand¬
mothers In jet wigs promenade with tod¬
dling youngsters. Slatternly chits of girls,
gaudy of ribbons, trundle baby carriages
containing chubby, dirty-faced infants,
stopping now and then to gossip with some

friend. Butcher shops abound in absurdly
disproportionate numbers, with large signs
painted in Hebrew characters.
In the building of the Hebrew Institute,

the headquarters of the Educational Alli¬
ance, an organization for the amelioration
of the Intellectual and moral condition of
the Jews in this city, there are various de¬
partments for the education In manj
branches of the people. There are classes
in dressmaking, millinery; in art, music
and literature; a library, lectures, con¬

certs.In short, many things to instruct,
entertain and elevate. Kindergartens
amuse and instruct the children; for the
older ones, the higher branches are carried
on intelligently, and In the reading room

of the Institution there is an average at¬
tendance of one thousand persons daily in
the Winter. Debating societies flourish,
singing clubs are trained, there are danc¬
ing classes and classes In cooking, while
Hebrew and Jewish history are taught to
more than two hundred boys and girls.
Just now the auditorium of this institu¬

tion has been converted Into a tempo¬
rary art gallery, where are hung some
two hundred or more pictures, loaned
by private collectors, dealers and occa¬

sionally the artists. The present is the
fourth annual show of art arranged
by the committee and displayed with¬
out money and without price to these
east aiders, These have been given
in co-operation with the Lni\ersity
Settlement Society, and, if attendance
be proof of success, the results have
been most gratifying. Last year, in thirty
days 105,000 people were entertained by
the collection.. This year the first two days
brought out nearly 14,000 visitors, while
from now until May 21, when the exhi¬
bition closes, it is expected that all records
will be broken.
It Is curious to watch the crowds that

constantly throng the room and observe the
effect the pictures produce. Looks of sur¬

prise, of wonder and at times ef incredu¬
lity light up the faces. A highly finished
canvas by J. L. Geronie, of ^ omen of the
harem feeding pigeons, is besieged all day
long. Here are gay colors, strange man¬

ners and customs, queer, picturesque archi¬
tecture and costumes, with an Oriental air
about it all, unfamiliar yet strangely ap¬
pealing. Or take the Bouguercau, of an

incredibly perfect, beautiful child, with a

flesh of ivory, dainty wings and idyllic
background. This fills them with deep
admiration, almost veneration, at the le-

markable power of the artist in his manipu¬
lation of paint and astonishing brush work.
There is one of Gilbert Stuart's many por¬
traits of Washington, and with this they
are all familiar. It has been lent by Oscar
S. Straus, and is a rallying point where
each new comer evinces deep satisfaction
in its recognition, as of an old friend.
A big, old-time composition, by Du Boeuf,

of a family of impossibly virtuous people
gathered together about a table, all deeply
interested in a reading of the Scriptures, is
taken most' seriously by these visitors,
who gaze upon the canvas in awe-stricken
silence, while a bright bit of color by ^ I-
bert, one of his everlasting red cardinals,
discoursing to a poor priest upon the e\ils
of Intemperance, is to them unusually in¬
teresting and entertaining.
Bv Fltz Thaulaw there is a sober, fine

study of moonlight, ltenouf is represented
by a weather-beaten old sea dog in sou
wester, called "The Pilot," frankly and
freely painted. There Is much soft, har
monlous colo^ to some Arabs watering
horses by Huguet; cleverness and dexteri¬
ty to Detaille's French soldier, and sobri¬
ety and charm to a view of Dordrecht, by
Boudin. Among the Americans there are
works known through reproduction in black
and white.by Will H. Low, 'Love at the
Helm;" Francis C. Jones s Charm of
Song," together with a yachting picture by
Edward Moran, and one of Tony Rosen¬
thal's somewhat elaborate arrangements of
German peasant life, entitled He Laughs
Best Who Laughs Last, containing,
ever, all the elements of P®Puln^Tsuc1®'f<f®'Other Americans are H. Siddons Mowbray,
with a dainty Oriental group, K. ". \ an
Boskerck who sends a landscape of Eng-
llsh scenery; W. T. Richards, with a ma¬
rine in his best manner, and Constant
Meyer, whose "Flower Girl meets with

mBeforeVarscene"at the Paris race course,
a struggle for the Grand Prix, painte^l bv
Wertheimer. the crowd remains transfixed.
It is not the cleverness of the painter that
attracts though the artist has much facll-
ltv and dexterity, combining good drafts¬manship with attractive color. But hereIs the fashionable, rich world: here are
beautifully dressed women, han£*0I»« mf?'four-in-hand coaches, horses.all out lor
.i holiday The pictured scene represents
to most of these spectators the sum and
substance of human happiness, J*00^ for-
tune prosperity.in short, all that this world
has 'to offer.so the crowd ingers, looking
longingly at the pageant.alas, it is to be
feared, with many heartburns. Otheri-nrks are bv Delort, a "Richelieu and
Father Joseph;" Harmand's "Cafe RoyaJ
T'nder the Directoire," with Incr6yables In

"«»tumes; a little Dutch girl, by
* Gruetzner's smiling monks,

' '-rbly finished lnte-
.-''h an old tar

-i-'ug, and

LITBRARY S50P-TALK.
The Canadian poet, Bliss Carman, lias

gone to London, to there represent the
Boston publishers, Curtis & Co., who made
a good thing, in more ways than one, out
of the Handbook for the Boston Public
Library last Winter. Mr. Carman's pictur¬
esque personality, while not so vivid as

Joaquin Miller's, should be something of
a success in the modern Babylon, and it is
safe to say that he can write a hundred
times better verse than the majority of
English poets whose names one cannons

against constantly in the critical journals.
As the representative of a commercial in¬
stitution, however, he becomes something
of a poetic licensee.
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The author of the "The Scripture Read¬
er of St. Mark's" seems to have altogether
overlooked the fact that, no matter how
a man of fine Instincts may for a time
become a slave to his lower passion, event¬
ually such a thing as living constantly
within the sound of a voice that drops its
h's and in general shows a mind impossi¬
ble of elevation above the elementary vul¬
garities produces a nausea. The Scripture
reader, in this story, becoming enamoured
of a girl of the streets, protects and finally
marries her, only to find himself finally
a more episode in the woman's marital
acrobatics. In real life the man would
have tired of the insufferable dialect the
girl uses in about as short a time as it
now takes to tire of the "Scripture Read¬
er." The Merriam Company are the pub¬
lishers.

S*
For a time, at least, the curtain seems

to be down on the Herbert versus Hanni¬
bal farce, as people have been calling the
dissolution of Stone & Kimball, lately pub¬
lishers in Chicago. It was announced
officially, in connection with the agree¬
ment to disagree that these two young
men came to, that the Chap-Book, their
purple publication, was included in the
purchase of the entire business that Mr.
Kimball had, probably much to Mr. Stone's
surprise, accomplished. Chicago wailed
over its Impending loss; for the sale to
Mr. Kimball meant that the paper would
be taken, with the rest of the business, to
New York. On the heels of this announce¬
ment came rumors of no less than three
new magazines in Chicago. Which has
now resulted' in Mr. Stone's repurchasing
of the Chap-Book and continuing it in
Chicago. Under the title of II. S. Stone
& Co., that young man will also continue
the publication of books. All the Stone &
Kimball books, however, are held by Mr.
Kimball, who has joined the array of Fifth
avenue publishers.

* * *

All of the works of the late Robert Louis
Stevenson are now held by the Messrs.
Scribner, who have acquired from H. I.
Kimball such of the author's books as had
the Stone & Kimball imprint. "Weir of
Hermlston," which has been appearing in
Cosmopolis. and "St. Ives," now 'being
starred in McClure's, will also be given
covers by this firm.
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Select a title, repeat variations upon it as

the closing refrain of every fourth chapter
or so, and you have the necessary tools for
the manufacture of a story such as "The
Minor Chord," by J. Mitchell Chappie.
First we learn that "the minor chord was

struck," then that "it struck a minor
chord," and "the swinging bell buoy at
Sandy Hook echoed the minor chord,"
"the music of my life was still in a minor
key." Naturally one supposes the chord
has been sufficiently mistreated by this
time, but the author is still unsatisfied. In
the penultimate chapters there is a terrible
doubt expressed: "What would that chord
strike?" and the very last words in the
book take another blow at that inoffensive
chord. It is cruel. In spite of this savage
treatment of a musical term, however,
there is nothing in the book really show¬
ing any knowledge of music.

.
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We have had hypnotism, and those all-
penetrating rays, and of poor mortal man

there seems not much left to discover. But
the methods of fathoming the ways in
which his wonders he performs are not yet
exhausted; there Is still the science of hand¬
writing. To fill this link in the Bertillon
system now being applied to man's men¬

tality comes "The Mystery of Handwrit¬
ing," by J. Harington Keene, known as

"Grapho." This volume is far beyond "Pigs
In Clover" as a mental relaxation. There
are so many Instructive specimens given of
ttie handwriting of well-known men and
women, and so many marginal notes upon
their characters given, that even for such
ns do not wish to tackle the intricacies of
living crosses to the "t" or wavering dot-
lets to the "1" there is plenty of interest¬
ing material.

It is highly interesting, for example, to
learn from "Grapho" that in the case of
Richard Watson Gilder, the formation of
the "y" in his "sincerely" shows "vanity,
indicating a second-rate rather than a first-
rate order of mind;" that from the wiiting
of Amelie Rives one finds that "this writer
will produce many more books," and that
in Mrs. Langtry's writing "the liaison be¬
tween the letters and the words Indicates
a logical sequent and consecutive judg¬
ment."
There is, of course, no going behind the

returns. If that Is what the tell-tale writ¬
ing says, Mr. Gilder may as well be re¬

signed, and Lily Langtry should prepare to
find her letters and her words limning in-
eradlcably her characteristics.
We are assured, also, that by Mr. Law¬

rence Hutton "a negative attitude is as¬

sumed." One has had suspicions of this,
even after the handwriting reached printed
expression; It Is comforting to find double
proof. On the other hand, Mr. Hutton has
the satisfaction of knowing that he shares
the quality of reasoning power with Mr.
Kipling.
As possessing Intuition we are pointed to

George Kennan, W. D. Howells, Oscar
Wilde, Gertrude Atherton, Ouida, Edgar
Saltus and Edison.

It is all very Instructive;. The author Is
fully aware of this. He says that his book
is the first attempt in the direction of dis¬
closing "the very complex and wlll-o'-the-
wlsp-like elusiveness of the Ameiican in¬

dividuality." It is a large order, for there
have beeu many searchers after that type,
but "Grapho" wrote it himself and he can see

more things in handwriting than the com¬

mon or garden man. So we may as well
cheer him on the while we wait for the
verdict on that American individuality as

soon as found. Lee & Shepard, of Boston,
publish the book.

Retaliation.
If the Absolute Fool should ask, "la It hot
Enough for vou?" when him you meet.

You should sweetly explain, thereat, to him.
It Is the humidity, not the heat.u 1

.Detroit Tribune.

Ennily Rectified.
"Mnrle, I thought your physician told you

thnt you were not strong enough to ride a

Wfcyes\"but then I went to
8.

A KicU Coming.
[Detroit Tribune.]

The time is now ripe for somebody to claim
that McKlnley did not touch Mcoad base aa he
massed it.

The Waterloo of
the Gastac Bear.

Down the rocky hill came the Castac
bear. Twice he had been disturbed that
morning by something far down the val¬
ley that tore by and shrieked so loud that
the echoes kept the Castac bear awake so

long that he .rolled out at last. It waa

nothing to him ordinarily what passed in
the valley. He knew by experience that
nothing cfime that way that could inter¬
fere with hiin. But when you're only
three hours past dinner you don't like
to be roused up. Then there was a torn
place on his shoulder where the big black
steer had gored him before dinner. It
was the bear's own careless fault. If he
had hit the steer on the neck as usuaJ
instead of 011 the shoulder there would
have been no trouble. Maybe he was
getting old. The sore place under hia
other shoulder was bothering him, too.
He had been carrying a big Winchester
bullet there for a long time, but he hadn't
felt it for years until this Spring. What¬
ever the reason, the Castac bear was feel¬
ing ugly. These ugly times come to all
of us, bears and men, and three hours la
not long enough to *digest a tough old
steer.
He might have rolled over "again and fin¬

ished his sleep, for the sun ,was warm
among the rocks, but the long rumble
came again and the disturbing shriek. The
Castac bear shambled 011 to a big bowlder
and looked over the long valley. Away off
yonder near the abandoned fort something
was moving. It looked as though it
might have been guilty of the noise that
broke the sleep of the big bear.
He wasn't a particularly ill-natured bear.

\ou know the kind of man that comes into
the club and takes the window seat as a
matter of right, and puts the rest of the
newspapers down beside him while he
reads one; the man for whom the others
make way; the fellow on whose account
the chaps at the piano quit playing and
singing because it is understood that music
grates on his nerves.generally the man
who has learned that people will rather
give him his way than risk an argument
iii matters of small importance. You snow
the kind of man; well, this was that kind
of bear. Originally he had run from the
dogs, but he found that lie could stand and
knock dogs into mouthfuls at a blow, ami
that clog was pretty good eating. He had
grubbed around the tree roots and picked
up a precarious living of acorns and wood
grubs in his bohemian days, but one day
a calf came to him, and lie discovered the
big cattle range was rich in beef. So he
found his field and avocation, and gradu¬
ally he became of importance. His life
had been a success. He had reached tlif
top of the tree in the bear.line.
Success for a bear, like success for a man,

does not pome without some hard knocks.
When the men who thought they owned
the cattle and the range began to find
broken-necked, half-eaten beef cattle in
the canyons, they started out to make it
warm for the Castac bear. They poisoned
carcasses, and threw obstacles with traps
attached in his way. The poison made
him sick, but he wasn't hungry enough to
eat much of the bitter meat. It is the
well-fed, success-accustomed man who
knows when to drop a bad speculation.
He lost a toe and some fur in the traps,
but he was too big to be held by any trap
teeth, so he came through that. Then
came the hardest trial of all, when he lost
the mate that had been by his side from
the time hf> learned to stand and fight the
barking dogs.
They had downed a fat calf and left

some of it for a second meal, and when
they came back to it in the night men

rose up in the darkness. Then it was that
the Castac bear got that Winchester ball
under the should#!/, and the big she bear
lay there choking and dying with bullets
through her lungs. He charged on the
shadows that shot, and when the men

came back again one hunter, with half his
head gone, lay near the dead she bear.
The Castac bear was uglier after that, ft
was not his last fight with men by many,
and more than once he had dashed at them,
when they fired and fled. But by and by
men got tired of hunting the big bear;
there was too much risk and too little glory
or profit in it. They got tired of trying to

trap or poison him, too, and when he heard
the new noise in the valley he had been
undisputed monarch of the Castac country
for years. When he came out of the brusb
the big horned cattle bellowed and stam¬

peded; one growl from him and any other
bear on the mountain shuffled away irom
his prey and left it for him.

It isn't surprising that he resented the
unwonted noise from the valley. Things
had been rather strange in this valley, any¬
how, of late and needed investigation. A

great number of men had been in there,
and he had prowled about their camps and
even stampeded some of them, but he
didn't like salt meats and he wasn't quar¬
relsome. He wouldn't get out of the way
of anybody, but he wouldn't hunt things
that were-of no use to him, so he Ignored
the men in the valley, and if he stumbled
over matters that were new to him while
hunting for beef in the moonlight, he only
grumbled and passed on, but this roar and
shriek from the valley was new and per¬
nicious, and down he came to know why.

If you had seen him coming you would
have known there was something wrong
with the king of those parts. He followed
no trails, but crushed through the brush
and went straight; that was his method of
road-making. A rattlesnake stuck up its
head and biyj^id. The Castac bear passed,
and the snake was left crushed and man¬

gled iiL the loose rocks under his tread.
The snake never lived that could sting
through the hair and hide of this Castac
bear. He found a level road, where no

road had ever been before, and on this road
he saw the big crawling thing he had

watched from the hill way down by the old
fort, and again he heard the roar that had
waked him there in the rocks. If the Cas¬
tac bear hadn't ever started a fight in hia
life, he had never shirked one. He had never

moved out of the way of anything, and
wouldn't begin now, so up he raised and
down he charged on the first train that
ran over the new spur of the Santa Fe
Railroad.
There is a magnificent grizzly bear-skin

rug in the window of one of the big fur

stores on Broadway, but I never thought
the Castac bear had quite a square deal in
that last game.

CHARLES MICHELSON.

I'nimportnnt.
[Chicago Record.]

After hearing the different political leaders
declare what they are going to do. is it alto¬
gether out of place to ask what voice the plain
American voting citizen is going to have in the
matter?

Electrical Advancement.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

The next electrical exhibition will, perhaps
show ub how the crossing of political wires ma;
bo prevented.

One Comfort.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

McKlnloy, If he must light the field, will a

least have the comforting reflection that the flel
cannot be ^'resident.


